	Lusaka, Zambia

December 10 - 14th 2004

10 – 14 Décembre 2004
	[image: image2.png]


                          

                          Africa Youth Camp




                                                                   [image: image1.png]


       
                           The 2004 ASF Africa Youth Camp edition at Lusaka
The Africa social forum (ASF) stands as an advanced entity; it boasts a wider following and the Africa social forum council, an advisory body to the Africa Social forum secretariat. The forum is a formidable block in the mobilization of mass movements as it aims to secure the participation of all civil movements in Africa and the African Diaspora. To enhance participation of the youth movement the ASF council established the ASF youth commission.

The ASF council and the African Youth Movement

The Africa Social Forum council was formed finally at the Cairo meeting in Egypt of the 27th to the 30th of July 2004, more than three years after the beginning of the Africa social forum in Addis Ababa where the first calls for such a body were heard. The meeting attended by 35 organizations from across the continent reiterated and reconfirmed the need to follow up on the deliberations of the ASF meeting in Addis Ababa to form the council. The council’s main objective is to assist the ASF secretariat in guiding the ASF process and facilitating a successful provision of the forum space and mobilization of movements.

In the resolution and report put forward to the ASF Cairo preparatory meeting in 2004 were the council was formed, recommendations were made as to how the youth movement would participate more effectively in the social forum process. It was heard that the Africa youth movement needed to organize itself and form a standard framework as it participates in the forum, as is the case at World social Forum level where there is a successful youth camp. Participants reconfirmed their commitment to seeing a vibrant African youth movement and they initiated the Africa youth camp in response to the requests from the youth movement. 

The Africa youth camp is to be a forum for African youth based on the principals of the WSF international youth camp, it can also act as the advisory body of the ASF council commission on Youth. This is to achieve constructive youth inclusion in the progressive reflection of issues affecting their lives in the process of finding alternatives to the neoliberal world order that has gripped the twenty-first century.

There were a number of resolutions put forward to the ASF council in Cairo, these all aimed to strengthen the stance of the youth movement in the forum process, but not all the resolutions were adopted, the major resolutions that failed to hold place were the request for a quarter of all representatives in the ASF council to be youths, this recommendation was picked from the Lusaka held Southern Africa social forum of November 2003. The idea was to see wider youth participation in the decision-making processes of all sectors of African society starting with the civil society and Governments. The other resolution was that the ASF council should establish the Africa youth council.

In response to the resolutions, the ASF council meeting reasoned that the formation of the youth council could only be initiated by the youth movement itself and that having a quarter of all representatives of the Council to be youth was a bit frivolous and untimely, as, if this was done there would be the inclusion of youth for the sake of just including youth and not competence. What the council maintained was that it would support the youth camp as much as it could if the youth movement brought forward progressive ways of maintaining it and sustaining it.

The ASF council recognized that the youth movement was that section of the process that meant the continuation of ideas and ideals of the forum that were being developed by the ASF.

At the last council meeting in Cairo, it was understood that there would be a youth camp for the first time in the ASF process in the Lusaka edition of the ASF 2004; this is even more evident in the ASF council drafted concept paper for the third ASF to be held in Lusaka 10th to 17th December 2004.

It only follows naturally that the process of youth empowerment is to continue at the first youth camp in Lusaka 10th to 17th December 2004, the camp participants must develop an Africa youth council, an African Youth communication line, a follow-up to the resolutions to the ASF council and establish the Africa youth camp and its management guidelines. 

There will be need to ease the burden of responsibility from the secretariat and enhance ownership by the youth movement itself. There will have to be the establishment of a definition for the purpose of the youth movement in the ASF and its role in the strengthening of the civil society.

In pursuit of the orientation of the youth with the ASF, there will be interaction between the members of the ASF council, activists of the ASF and the youth at the camp, the process of development of a formidable youth movement in Africa to meet the challenges of the twenty first century will have to be cemented in Lusaka at the Africa youth camp and at the Africa Social Forum.

The venue

The Camp will be situated in Chelstone Township at the Chelstone Baptist Church; about 30 minutes drive away from the main Africa social forum meeting grounds at Mulungushi conference center along the great East Road. The location of the camp is conveniently near a transport route to Mulungushi conference center the venue for the ASF and the venue for the ASF is right opposite Manda hill and arcades shopping centers.

On average, supper is included in the accommodation package while lunch will be up to the participant. Transport to and from the forum grounds will cost about 1US Dollar by bus roundtrip if the participants wish to use the public transport.  Residents at the youth camp organized guesthouse however will have the benefit of a shuttle to and from both the youth camp and the ASF at no cost. There is a wide selection of local foods at affordable prices. And Lusaka is very safe compared to other cities in the world. When any participant is in need of information or in doubt, it is okay to ask local people, Zambians are friendly people and they are always ready to help. English is the official language and almost everyone in Lusaka can figure out simple conversation in the language. 

Accommodation at the youth camp organised guesthouses will cost 15US Dollars per person per day. For the duration of the forum, residents will have paid 105US Dollars for their stay each. This will include free shuttling to the forum, breakfast and supper.

Participation/ logistics

The participation fee to the camp will be 5US dollars for individual foreign participants and 10US dollars for international organisations; local organisations will be charged 5US dollars organisations. This will cater for volunteers and logistics. Local participants will not be required to pay participation fees.

