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Introduction
 The Youth of the Southern African region who participated in the Southern Africa Social Forum (SASF) workshop on youth have requested for this report. This report aims to reflect on the current status of African youth participation in the social forum process at national and regional levels since the first African regional Social forum; SASF 

The process of organizing for the World Social Forum begins at national level by way of national forums, regional level by way of regional forums and continental level by way of continental forums, this process is punctuated by a variation of organizing and planning meetings at all levels. Since the SASF of 9-11th November, 2003 there has been a World Social Forum; held in Mumbai India, January 2004,

The first ever-African regional forum was the Southern Africa Social Forum (SASF), at the time of this report, the status remains that it is the only regional forum. However, efforts in East Africa and other regions of the continent continue to advance as activists move together towards national and regional forum efforts.   

The first Southern African Social Forum (SASF) was held in Lusaka, 9-11 November 2003. The Forum was attended by about 300 participants (30% female). African delegates came from 10 countries (Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Mauritius, Namibia, Swaziland, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe). Delegates from outside Africa came from United Kingdom of Britain, France and Switzerland. 

The Southern Africa Social Forum is a preparatory forum held prior to the Africa social forum and the World Social Forum. The ideals of the SASF transcend from the charter of principles of the WSF.

The World Social Forum (WSF) is not an organization, not a united front platform, but “…an open meeting place for reflective thinking, democratic debate of ideas, formulation of proposals, free exchange of experiences and inter-linking for effective action, by groups and movements of civil society that are opposed to neo-liberalism and to domination of the world by capital and any form of imperialism, and are committed to building a society centered on the human person” -From the WSF Charter of Principles. 

A feature of the forum is that it does not have a centralized format, any organization can present its views and since no final statement is issued, there is no hierarchy among the various diverse issues discussed at the WSF.

It only follows naturally that all social forums connected and prior to the WSF must correspond with that format. The Southern Africa Social Forum is such a forum.

At the SASF, many issues were tackled, these issues were grouped according to themes; the various themes were Labour, Debt, Trade, Gender, Education & Culture, HIV/AIDS, Health, Agriculture & Food Security, Information & Communication Technologies, Governance & Constitutionalism, Land & Environment and youth. The themes were addressed individually in workshops.

The organization of the forum at Southern African region level is such that there is a regional steering committee appointed at regional level to organize the regional Social Forum, and national committees that organize at national level, the national committees also convert into host committees when hosting international events such as the SASF, ASF etc. 

SASF youth workshop

The youth workshop found itself in a race against time, as the themes were too diverse and there was not enough time, secondly, since the youth were participating in the forum for the first time, they had no concrete definition of how they would proceed in tackling these wide issues. For the first day, the participants resolved to prioritise the thematic issues and create a form of structure in order that the discussions would be more effective. The following were the themes that were prioritised; Education, HIV/AIDS and the youth, Gender, Youth participation in policymaking, Governance, and NEPAD. The desired structure was as follows; there would be a chairperson for each theme, the chairperson was to preside over the discussion until the next theme and a new chairperson presided over a next issue, those who chaired were; Evans Nyirenda for Youth participation in policy making, Lombe Mwambwa for gender, Mukamba Mwenda for HIV/AIDS and NEPAD was chaired by Masimba Kuchera.

Kiss Brian Abrahams of the host committee gave coordination support. 

The outcome of the workshop was a youth declaration, and an email contact list.

Participants of the youth workshop presented the declaration to the entire assembly of forum delegates and they were invited to take the front seats with the speakers, Briggs Bomba and Mzamo Sikhondze made speeches and led the assembly in song.

It still remains an issue that youths of the region should define their role in the process. It would best to know what youth is for starters, this question was asked more than once, the dynamics of whether it is to be seen at individual or thematic levels in the forum. 

Africa Social Forum

There was no Africa Social Forum after the SASF, however there was a meeting in Maputo for Africans who were to be delegates to the WSF to consult and reach a consensus on their position at the WSF.  

Mumbai 

The world Social forum took place in Mumbai India on 16th to 21st January 2004.

Africa sent about 300 delegates, including a few that had attended the first Southern African Social Forum (SASF) that was held in Lusaka, 9-11 November 2003. The constraint was mostly lack of funding. Among the youth who attended the WSF were Mzamo Sikhondze, Macdonald Lewanika, Kiss Brian Abrahams, Joy Mabenge and Dakarayi Matanga.

Africa Social Forum

The African delegates in Mumbai debated with a mixture of anger and passion the fact that there was no African Social Forum held prior to the 4th World Social Forum. The discussion centered around the lack of adequate preparation of the African delegations to the previous regional and global events and the possibility of Africa hosting the 2006/7 World Social Forum. 

They formed caucuses and discussed issues affecting the continent.  

The WSF’s equivalent of what the SASF terms the Youth workshop is the Intercontinental Youth Camp (IYC).

The Intercontinental Youth Camp

The intercontinental youth camp was a section of the world social forum that dealt specifically with youth issues pertaining to youths, and also this was also a place were youths were camped. Held in a separate township called Matunga far away from the main WSF grounds in Goregaon at the NESCO grounds were all forum proceedings were held. It was a platform for youths around the world to share ideas and experiences from their various nations of origin and backgrounds. The aim of the camp was to generate dialogue and creative solutions to the problems facing the world’s youth and the world. The youth camp was hinged on the themes; imperialist globalisation patriarchy, militarism and peace, communalism, casteism and racism.

Macdonald lewanika and kiss Brian Abrahams were resident at the youth camp for a number of days; only five youth Africans were present at the youth camp as a group; Macdonald Lewanika, Kiss Brian Abrahams, Alemayhu Fekadu, Kassahun Belete and Mzamo Sikhondze, the smallest group coming from a single continent. They shared their experiences with the other youth successfully, and Kiss further contributed to the youth bulletin that was termed the IYC bulletin, while Macdonald had strategy meetings with members of the governing teams of the camp.

In relation to the SASF the IYC, did not developed a declaration to the effect that the livelihood of the youth of the World had to improve and therefore marginalization of the youth was to end. Perhaps this was due to the fact that the forum releases no final statements; however, one would argue that since thematic groups could release their statements, the IYC should have. Another angle to consider would be that since the IYC is a parallel forum to the WSF and not a thematic group itself, it has individual thematic workshops and thus as a forum, it cannot release statements. In debates with the organizing team of the IYC, Kiss alluded to these issues, and the reply was that perhaps at the next IYC a declaration such as the SASF youth declaration would be released. The SASF youth declaration states the necessity of the inclusion of youths in the development of governance policy, as this would indicate proper positive progress. The youth of the SASF had their workshop within the grounds of the actual SASF and this indicated a willingness by the forum to promote inclusion, this was in contrast to the world social forum in Mumbai as it excluded the youth from the main forum grounds. The issues considered priority at the WSF IYC were; imperialist globalization, patriarchy, militarism and peace, communalism, casteism and race. However the prioritised issues at the SASF were; education, HIV/AIDS, gender, youth participation in policymaking, governance and NEPAD because these were the major issues considered affecting the lives of youths in the region. It is Ironic that the SASF as a preparatory forum to the WSF found youth participation in policy making a major priority when the WSF itself did not find it as such. One wonders if this would have been the case had African Youth assisted in creating the Agenda.

 The demonstration of a willingness to create greater inclusion is a property that is yet to be harnessed by the world, youth were a minority at the SASF and this was true for African youths sponsored at the WSF from the southern African region, from the east African region only two youths visited the IYC, it is yet to be established which youths were sponsored by the Africa Social Forum. Macdonald Lewanika performed a great role in representing his continent and yet he was self sponsored. It is recommended that the status quo should change. And since the forum process is dynamic, perhaps reforms should define further the youth presence.

The African presence at the World Social Forum (WSF) in India remarkably improved the continent’s chances of becoming a leading and formidable bloc in the global justice movement. It is the first time that such a large turnout for Africa had been recorded; we hope it grows even larger.

